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Kudos to
Kriseman

Medical
coding and
transcribing
at PTC

Goliath J. Davis, III

Bonnie Capra
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — If
you’d like to work in a medical profession that offers
flexible hours and the ability
to work from home, Pinellas
Technical College (PTC) offers its Medical Coder/
Biller and Medical Record
Transcribing programs at
the St. Pete campus.
Both programs take
about a year to complete
and since they are online
courses, students for the
most part can set their own
schedules.
“Medical coding and
billing is basically how the
physicians are getting paid
for their services and procedures,” explained Bonnie
Capra, instructor for both
programs, “and coding is an
aspect of billing where
you’re actually doing the
data entry portion of it.”
In the initial course for
both programs, Introduction to Health Information
Technology, students learn
safety procedures, communication skills, along with
basic math, science and
computer literacy.
“They learn health information, technology, how
it ties into their health caSee PTC, page 9

The Kriseman administration stood on the steps of the Woodson Museum and announced
that the city will purchase the property from the St. Petersburg Housing Authority.



BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American Museum
is getting a new lease on
life.
Mayor Rick Kriseman
announced Tues., March
10 the city’s effort to preserve the Midtown land-

mark by purchasing the
museum’s property from
the St. Petersburg Housing Authority (SPHA),
which can no longer afford to keep it. Officials of
the housing authority
voted in January to put the
building on the market,
placing the museum’s future in jeopardy.
This
announcement

came as a relief to many
who view the museum, located at 2240 Ninth Ave. S.,
as an integral part of not
only the neighborhood’s
but of the city’s cultural
landscape.
The intense standoff between the museum’s board
and the SPHA started
around 10 months ago
when Terri Lipsey-Scott,

chair of the museum said
they were blindsided by
St. Petersburg College’s
(SPC) proposal to take over
the museum at a SPHA
monthly meeting.
SPC said they were approached by the housing
authority to take over the
museum and backed down
See MUSEUM, pages 4

Natural Hair & Beauty Expo
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The second annual Natural
Hair, Health & Beauty
Expo kicked off a weekend
of activities at the Hilton in
downtown St. Pete with the
Black and White Party, a
saluted to community hero
Deborah Figgs-Sanders,
fashion shows, workshops
and live entertainment.
Sat., March 7, FiggsSanders was presented the
2015 Diamond Award for
her outstanding character
and achievements within
the community.

A wife and mother of
three, she has dedicated
her life to serving others.
She is the executive director of the Childs Park
YMCA where she is instrumental in creating
and maintaining services
to help area children and
families.
Another vehicle she
has used to enrich the lives
of many youth in the community is through the
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority. She served as Basileus
of the Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter from 2006 to 2010.
Figgs-Sanders empha-

sized towards the end of
her speech that her life has
been about providing quality service to the community and helping to open
doors for others.
“I hope not to be all that
but someone that, God can
use,” she said.
Sun., March 8 paved
the way for the all-day extravaganza that featured a
variety of fashion shows,
beauty workshops and hair
care and beauty vendors all
while the Shawn Brown
Band made sure no one sat
in their seats.
See HAIR, page 12

Marcina Dowdell
Williams preps model.

ST. PETERSBURG —
At a press conference
Tues., March 10 at the Dr.
Carter G. Woodson Museum, Mayor Rick Kriseman announced the City of
St. Petersburg was initiating the first of many steps
to ensure the viability of the
museum.
Mayor Kriseman informed those in attendance
the city will purchase the
building from the St. Petersburg Housing Authority, which currently houses
the museum and begin negotiations with the museum’s board of directors.
The mayor’s announcement followed an excellent
introduction by Deputy
Mayor Kanika Tomalin that
detailed the history of the
museum and its importance to the City of
St. Petersburg. Mayor
Kriseman’s leadership at
the press conference is
commendable.
I take this opportunity
to thank the mayor, the
deputy mayor and city
council for stepping forward on this issue. A special thank you to City
Council Chair Charlie
Gerdes for his early leadership and suggesting the
city purchase the building.
St. Petersburg Housing
Authority CEO Darrell Irions should be commended
as well. He did an excellent
job explaining his and the
housing authority’s commitment to history and
the African-American museum, the efforts he made
to ensure its start and the
fiscal challenges facing the
housing authority, which
See KUDOS, page 3
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Praise the Lord Saints.
Here are some tell-tell signs that your church is
being placed under the bondage that the children of Israel were under during the times of Moses.
Also note that it doesn’t have to practice all seven,
any one of these practices by your leaders could lead
one to believe that they are attempting or succeeding
in doing what the Apostle Peter tried to do when he discovered that the Gentiles were now part of the covenant
promised at one time to only them, the children of Israel.
We became joint heirs to the promises and blessings
of Abraham through the faithfulness of a man by the
name of Cornelius. (Acts 9-11).
This was the origin of the first Gentile being baptized along with his household.
Someone labeled this as being led by the Pharisees.
The rationale behind it is that they attempted to rule by
force and live by the letter of the Law, but Jesus had to
explain to them that they forgot about the Spirit of the
Law, His Spirit, which they denied even to this day.
1. Your leaders like to show off.
2. Everyone thinks they’re a little better than everyone else.
3. There’s this love of money thing going on.
4. There’s too little compassion.
5. Leaders expect others to do what they don’t do.
6. No one’s closer to God.
7. The leaders are jealous.
Whenever you decide you are going to run things
the way you want to and try to justify it by attempting
to read the mind of Jesus, you essentially are doing it
in a manner that denies God and what He “truly”
wanted for His people.
1. Commentary - Leaders tend to want to be in the
spotlight whether in the newspaper, in front of a camera,
on a radio station, whatever media they can get themselves involved in that’s their main motivation.
2. The saints walk around with a condescending attitude towards those not a part of their congregation
and even worse, other members that may not have the
social, educational, economic, or financial status as they
do.
3. Putting those on blast for not paying their “tithes
and offerings,” something NOT required of a Gentile as
it is a part of the Law. Or bragging how you pay over
the 10 percent and you seem to always have the most
to give.

4. The statement “we ain’t no welfare office” whenever a saint is in need and it happens more than once, but
you’re always preaching name it and claim it, blab it and
grab it prosperity messages every week. If you never
grew up in need and can’t relate to the people and don’t
know what it’s like to struggle, truly struggle. Then you
wonder why the people don’t give to every fund or love
offering you bring up. You’re the first one that wants to
instigate it by saying I’m giving the first hundred, who
will be next? Really?! Those same people are about to
have their lights cut off Monday morning and were going
to ask the church for a benevolent offering until then.
5. Simply put, you can’t teach what you don’t know
and you can’t lead where you won’t go. How are you
going to tell someone how to better at something you
never did nor would do. Three divorces in your rear
view mirror but you want me to attend your marriage
workshop. Or even worse, you think no one knows
about you and, well you get the picture.
6. Not only is no one getting more spiritual, there
has not been one soul come to the altar for prayer or
the hour of power prayer meetings have reduced in size
and not all the “leaders” attend.
7. Saving the best or worst for last. The reason there
aren’t any men coming through the doors is because
you ran the “REAL MEN” off for fear they were going
take over “your” church! I can’t tell you the number of
times I have heard about this. We won’t go into the personal experience I have with this one both in my personal and spiritual life. I will say this, I could write a
novel series on it. Jesus told the disciples when they
were questioning who was the best simply by saying
those who do His will. His will didn’t include playa hating in the pulpit. He did not give us equally the same
gifts, skills, talents, knowledge or abilities. Although
some have the same, each is different because that’s
how He made us. How can we all have the same gifts
when you don’t have the same experiences, lifestyles,
backgrounds, etc.?
It’s unfortunate because this city could be noted for
more than beautiful beaches, which we had nothing to
do with anyway.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Dr. Rob – pastorrobharrison@gmail.com, @drrobharrison
SCLC Chaplain, Open Door Church of God & True
Holiness, St. Pete

 A New Negro =
 A better African
 American
Throughout the history of the African in American,
there has always been a need for a New Negro, for a better Negro / African American.
The first New Negro era began January 1, 1863, at 2
p.m. when President Abraham Lincoln signed the
Emancipation Proclamation to put an end to slavery.
And ever since then there has been a continuous open
variety of African Americans that represent the ongoing
New Negro that has helped move African Americans
forward. Here are a few African Americans that represent New Negro eras.
John W. “Bud” Fowler - The first black paid pro-

fessional to cross the color line in white baseball history
in 1867,
Harlem Renaissance - A cultural revolution
Rosa Parks -The Alabama Bus Boycott
Jackie Robinson - The 1st Black to cross the color
line in MLB,
Sidney Poitier - The first to kiss a white woman, spit
on a white man and slap a white man on the silver
screen
Martin Luther King Jr. – Ushered in the Civil
Rights Movement
I think it is time for another New Negro era.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
We the people
Dear Editor,
Those who traveled to
Selma or who watched
President Obama’s message heard one of the president’s most impactful
speeches on the 50th anniversary of Bloody Sunday
in Selma, Ala. His delivery
was anchored in a sea of
humility and genuineness,
which acknowledged he
was the benefactor of the
sacrificial beatings and disrespect many Americans
took on that bloody Sunday
in Selma, Ala. on March 7,
1965.
While there were several themes to draw from,
the one that drew rivers of
tears and ultimately the
subject of this letter was
the theme that America is a
country of “we” as evidenced in the following excerpt:
”Because Selma shows
us that America is not the
project of any one person
and that the most powerful
word in our democracy is
“We.” We The People. We
Shall Overcome. Yes We
Can. It is owned by no one.
It belongs to everyone.”
That particular theme
affirmed the many Facebook posts and conversations in which I have
consistently made regarding the actions of some
whom in the name of the
community or even in the
name of children, appear to
demonstrate a what’s in it
for me attitude?
These self-propelled
agendas prevent or minimize missions that have
the chance of being suc-

cessful for the greater
good. Many times these
agendas either fail or never
reach their potential height
due to the mission getting
lost in the individual “I”.
The mission in Selma to
gain the right to vote for
“all” Americans was propelled to greater heights by
the death of Jimmy Lee
Jackson. Even though
there were those who were
registering individuals to
vote prior to Dr. King’s arrival, it was the realization
of Amelia Boynton Robinson that their efforts and
struggle needed to be led
by someone who had
demonstrated the ability to
achieve the mission at
hand and who was motivated by a genuine desire
to see the betterment of his
people and the world.
As a result, the call to
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
was made, asking him to
come to Selma. While
there were those who attempted to avert the mission for their own personal
agendas, the majority
stayed the course, trusting
and supporting Dr. King’s
leadership. They saw that
their efforts were not in
vain as President Lyndon
Johnson signing the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 just four
months later.
In St. Petersburg at a
time when we have the
many people with degrees
and access to opportunities, we must take our lessons from history. We must
recognize and organize
against the traps that are
set to ensure that our chil-

dren aren’t prepared to
enter kindergarten. We
must recognize and organize against the traps that
are aimed at ensuring
African-American boys and
men are disproportionately
represented in the criminal
justice system.
We must recognize and
organize against the traps
that place individuals in office who have very little
concern about the collective “we.” We must recognize and organize against
the traps that place billions
of dollars into Midtown, yet
residents and business
owners rarely benefit.
We must recognize and
organize against the traps
that pit African Americans
against each other, particularly those African Americans President Obama
referenced as those who
“argue and fight with so
much passion and conviction, because we know our
efforts matter.”
We must recognize and
organize against the traps
that find African Americans
disproportionately under
employed or unemployed.
We must recognize and organize against the traps
that result in schools populated by large percentages
of African-American students and consistently fail.
We must recognize and
organize against the disproportionate number of
African-American children
that enter ninth grade, but
do not make it to graduation. We must recognize
and organize against the
complacency, apathy and

Parker Financial
Services relocated

acceptance of mediocrity.
In spite of our gains, there
is still work to be done.
Lastly, when those who
fight with passion and compassion for causes and missions
greater
than
themselves get weary,
again take heed to the
words from our Commander-In-Chief:
“When it feels the
road’s too hard, when the
torch we’ve been passed
feels too heavy, we will remember these early travelers, and draw strength
from their example and
hold firmly to the words of
the prophet Isaiah: ‘Those
who hope in the Lord will
renew their strength. They
will soar on wings like eagles. They will run and not
grow weary. They will walk
and not be faint.’ We honor
those who walked so we
could run. We must run so
our children soar. And we
will not grow weary. For we
believe in the power of an
awesome God, and we believe in this country’s sacred promise.”
Maria L. Scruggs

ST. PETERSBURG — Toriano
Parker, owner of Parker Financial
Services, has moved his tax services to 833 22nd St. S. Suite-A, St Petersburg. This new location will also
be home to the following organizations:
• Deuces Live Business District
• Advantage Village Academy
Non-Profit Organization
• Pinellas Chapter of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference
They are at the corner of Ninth Avenue South and
22nd Street, adjacent to Chief Creole Café and the Dr.
Carter G. Woodson African American History Museum. Please stop by to visit them at their new location. For additional information, please call (727)
321-7919 or (727) 542-6016.

Kriseman takes the lead
From KUDOS, page 1

prompted the move to sell the building.
I encourage all involved to stay this new course. If
the city administration decides to retain the current
museum as a tenant, much has to be done to ensure
its sustainability. Fundraising, board development, securing an endowment and exhibits that tell the St. Petersburg story are among the tasks to be completed.
Goliath J. Davis, III, Ph.D.
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Custom art installation at the
Woodson Museum
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American History Museum, located at
2240 9th Ave. S., St Petersburg, will open a unique and
highly anticipated art installation, Quantum: Inhabited
Space, which features a site
specific and immersive experiences in the galleries
created by local artist Ya
La’Ford.
An opening reception is
scheduled for 5 p.m. March
14 during ArtWalk. This installation, the first of its kind
for the Woodson Museum,
will be on display until April
30.
La’Ford, using the walls
in the museum’s gallery as
a canvas, will paint her signature wall-to-wall geometric patterns and contours.
This installation will also include an infusion of hypnotizing lights. She said her
work finds serenity through
interconnecting lines which
represents a metaphorical
journey to communicate humanity’s unseen experiences echoed through
diverse but shared accounts.
Seeking to make a connection with the community
through art, her installation
will include a community
time capsule designed to encourage youths to write a
letter of their hopes, goals
and dreams for the museum
and the city of St. Petersburg. The time capsule will
be reopened at the museum
on March 14, 2019.
Of Chinese and Jamaican descent, the Bronxborn visual artist earned a
bachelor from Florida State
University, a Juris Doctor

from University of Florida
and a Masters in Fine Arts
from Boston University. La’ford is currently a professor
at University of Tampa and
St. Petersburg College, and
lives and works between
Florida and New York.
La’Ford is the granddaughter of “Jamaica’s first
and finest intuitive painter,”
John Dunkley, according to
Guggenheim Fellow Eldzier
Cortor. In her practice, she
explores human interconnectivity, evidence, negative/positive space and
time, metaphysics, obsession and manipulation.
Her paintings are included in corporate, private
and public collections and
she has exhibited her work
nationally and internationally. Her artwork covers
rummage and appropriate
iconic and not so iconic
mass cultural imagery, with
a base in African American
and American history and

their respective vernacular.
The Board of Trustees
requests the pleasure of
your company for the opening reception
Sat., March 14 from 5-9
p.m. at the 2nd Saturday Art
Walk. Exhibition dates are
from March 14 – April 30.
The Dr. Carter G Woodson African American Museum hosts exhibits ranging
from the history of African
Americans to the Harlem
Renaissance using art as a
common thread. Special
events include community
dialogues discussing racism
and a children’s book club.
The museum is also available for rentals for events,
meetings or weddings. The
museum’s mission is to engage everyone in AfricanAmerican history through
the arts while promoting respectful and valuable diversity that makes up the St.
Petersburg community.

The future of the Woodson Museum looks bright
From MUSEUM, page 1

once the controversy ensued.
Since then the embattled
board has thwarted ever effort thrown at them to discredit the museum. When
Darrell Irions, St. Petersburg
Housing Authority’s chief executive officer, said the current museum administration
has never met the museum’s
original objective of being a
fully functional African-American museum, and that it’s no
more than a social club, the
board countered with a list of
events including exhibits,
lectures and book signings.
When the board was accused of having irregularities
in their finances, they disproved the accusation by
showing a letter from their
CPA explaining that they
have sound financial practices.
When the SPHA voted to
sell the building in January,
the museum was given six
months to vacate the property. Since then the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development told the
SPHA and city officials that
the property must remain a
museum no matter who
owns it.
“The Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American History Museum is not only an
important cultural asset in
this city,” said Kriseman, addressing the crowd of council members, community
leaders and residents, “but is
also an important historical
asset to this community. And
as such, this city has a keen
interest on making sure that
it not only survives, but
thrives.”
When the mayor announced that the city would
take the necessary steps to
begin purchasing the building, shouts of “Hallelujah!”
and “Thank you!” erupted
from the crowd, amidst spirited applause.
Kriseman explained that
the city owning a building
that house a cultural asset is
not unfamiliar territory, as it
owns the buildings that
house the St. Petersburg
Museum of History, the
Great Explorations Museum
and the Mahaffey Theater.
And like all of those, Kriseman said, the Woodson is vitally important to our culture
and our quality of life.

It’s important to note that
this announcement represents only the first step, the
mayor cautioned, explaining
that the city will need to conduct an appraisal of the building, identify and finalize the
funding source and discuss a
lease agreement with the
museum board.
Lipsey-Scott expressed
some concern about the
looming vacate date.
“We’re hopeful that the
St. Petersburg Housing Authority will revisit that vote or
at least bring it back to the
table to consider extending
our lease date. We’re still
faced with a July 15 vacate
date. That hasn’t changed,”
Scott said, adding that this
impairs the museum board
considerably since it is trying
to focus on programming.
Referring to the housing
authority’s controversial vote
to terminate the lease, Irions
explained that the SPHA
never aimed to shut down
the Woodson, adding that the
museum itself can operate
out of any building. He expressed enthusiasm now that
the city will make plans to
purchase the property,
though there is no timetable
yet.
“I am actually very
thrilled!” Irions said. “You
know, we don’t have the
money to continue to support the maintenance because our monies keep
getting cut, every dollar
counts. I’m just happy. This
came faster than I thought.”
He explained that a big
reason the SPHA voted to
sell the building was because
it needed the money from
the proceeds to build
Wounded Warrior housing.
“We’ve got to get that
done,” he said. “Our veterans,
they need it. And there’s a lot
of veterans that come back,

“The mayor has
presented himself just
as he suggested he
would be—a beacon
for the Midtown
community,” said
Lipsey-Scott.
they don’t have the money,
they don’t have the ability to
afford regular housing.”
Kriseman warned that
there is a lot of work to do
and it will not happen
overnight.
“This process remains
true to our vision,” the mayor
said. “The strategy for success in our urban areas is not
about closing doors, it’s
about keeping them open.”
Since the Board of Commissioners set the July 15 vacate date for the museum,
they will have to decide
whether to push it back or not.
“From my perceptive,”
said Irions, “I want to see
where these negotiations go
with the city. How serious are
they, how committed are
they to making this happen.
And if they are, then I think
that as the CEO I can make a
request of the board. As of
today they have not authorized me to extend anything.
The July 15 date is still in
place.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Black history doll presentation
BY MARCY PALMERI
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
Rasheedah Sharif gave a
black history presentation
using her handmade doll
collection and reading from
the book titled “Mahalia
Jackson, Walking with
Kings and Queens” to the
children who gathered at
the Dr. Carter G. Woodson
Museum Sat., Feb. 21. The
Princesses Book Reading
Club enjoyed a great morning of arts, culture, fun and
education while the parents
looked on.
Much to her surprise,
within 15 minutes the reading club was standing room
only. “The people were asking questions and were interested,” Sharif said.
The author, educator
and doll maker was pleased
and enjoyed sharing history
with the children; some of
them hearing these stories
for the first time. Each person learns in a different
way, she said, and the children seemed to be in awe,
as they watched the stories
unfold right before their
eyes.
Sharif said it’s one thing
to sit and tell a story from a
book, but when the children
see the tangible characters
and the dramatization it
stimulates them and they
tend to remember more.
“The dolls tell a story.
They help the children understand history,” Sharif
said. “There are such details
in the dolls.”
She explained that their
eyes are the color of gemstones and crystals and are

symbolic of the eyes being a
passageway to the soul.
The artist reveals the inspiration for creating the
dolls dates back to September 11, 2001, amidst the
World Trade Center’s collapse. Making the dolls had
a calming effect on her. During that time it was common
for her to take the train from
New Jersey where she lived
to New York.
Angel Kha was the first
of many dolls she created
and also the first in her
angel collection. She said
Kha means “essence of the
spirit,” and now she has a
variety of angel dolls.
The colors she uses
when creating the dolls has
great significance to her;
she teaches color therapy
and
color
meditation
throughout the Tampa Bay
area and feels that color and
its meaning is part of a holistic way of living.
Her creative history lesson included how traditions
and values are passed down
from generation to generation. She explained that
some things are passed
from father to son, mother
to daughter, grandmother to
grandchild and so on. She

also wanted the children to
know that families come in
all forms, not just the traditional family with a mom,
dad and children.
Rasheedah had nine
dolls that consisted of the
Mother, Father, Daughter,
Son, Queen Hetep, Freedom Fighter, Lady Jazz,
Grandmother and Granddaughter.
After her performance
she was invited to do another presentation at a
nearby school and she welcomed the opportunity.
Sharif taught school
from 1985-2012 in New Jersey and Florida and is now
dedicating her life to giving
back. Her “Keep it Moving”
initiative for teen girls and
women is geared toward
helping them discover
strategies for coping in difficult situations. She can
often be found leading seminars, workshops and
classes addressing self-empowerment, abuse and communication at universities,
schools and community
centers. She is currently
working on her doctorate in
educational leadership.
Go to Rashidasharif.com
for more information.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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Minnie Pickett Lampley Celebrates 100th Birthday
BY EMMA C. CAVIN
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
“One Hundred Years of
Loving Memories” was the
theme of the birthday celebration for Mrs. Minnie
Pickett Lampley that took
place shortly after the Sunday services at Southside
Tabernacle Baptist Church
March 8.
The number of family
members, friends, neighbors and church members
who joined in the celebration
could be considered testimonies to the truth of the
theme as they expressed in
words and deeds how much
she means to all who have
known her over the past 100
years.
No other person present
had lived as long as she has,
but over and over again, incidents were related that
showed the positive influence Minnie has had on all
who have had the opportunity to know her.
Born in Brundidge, Ala.,
on March 9, 1915, Minnie
Pickett was the fourth child
of Madison and Della Picket.
A family of farmworkers,
they were taught to be honest and hardworking at all
times, just as their families
did before them. She was
one of nine children-five girls
and four boys.
In the late 1930s, Minnie
was united in marriage with
the late Ivey T. Lampley (IT).
They were blessed to have
nine children over a span of
17 years. Much like their
own parents, IT and Minnie
reared their children to become honest, hardworking
people who are also known
to be loving and generous to
others.
These values and training in character are a part of
her legacy, for they are still
being taught to her grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Minnie learned a marketable skill at an early age.

She was an expert cook who
shared her baked goods
with her family and community. Cakes were baked for
special occasions or just
given as acts of hospitality.
The Lane cake was her
known specialty, and church
members looked forward to
eating her cakes at church
socials and first Sunday
meals on the grounds.
She was a member of
Lily Hill Baptist Church in
Brundidge, where she
served on the Usher Board.
She and her husband often
opened their home to others
during the Great Depression, a gesture which was
lauded by their church community. They were seen as
pillars of their community.
In 1965, the family
moved to St. Petersburg.
Minnie was 50 years old and
only the two youngest children were still living at
home. With her faith in God
and the help of her son John,
the small family settled into
their new residence and she
began work as a housekeeper and surrogate
mother to a number of prosperous families.
Her sweet spirit allowed
her to embrace a different
lifestyle, one that was less
difficult than the one she had
experienced on the farms in
Alabama. She worked for
and lavished love and wisdom on those families for
over 30 years. In 1995, at 80
years old, she retired. Her

grandchildren were overjoyed!
As they reminisced
about their years visiting
their grandparents—both on
the farm in Alabama and at
the house in St. Petersburg—the Lampley grandchildren recalled how happy
they were when they visited
their grandmother.
“Times with grandma
were always good time,” said
Charles Lampley, the oldest
grandson. “I learned where
eggs and meat come from
when I visited her in Alabama. After she came to St.
Petersburg, all of us could
enjoy her all the time. The
bus trips to Webb’s City or
just sight-seeing were special. In fact, we all felt special
with her. She has always
had a way of making us feel
that way, whether we are
alone with her or in a group.”
Some of the fondest
childhood memories for the
Lampley grandchildren include time with their grandmother. Some remember
the Reader’s Digest books
she kept on the shelf that
they sometimes got the
chance to read. Others remember the sweet smell of
her perfume and the jewelry
on her dresser that they’d
try on. Then, there are the
memories of special gifts and
money given at church on
Sunday.
For all of her grandchildren, her kitchen was the
place to be, as often as their

parents would allow them to
visit. Always, Minnie prepared their favorite meals
and cakes. They remember
the fried chicken, fresh corn
on the cob or creamed corn
cooked in the big iron skillet.
For dessert, there was either chocolate cake or red
velvet cake, sometimes with
homemade ice cream. This
was the favorite meal for all
of them. And one thing they
all knew for sure: She loved
every one of them.
A video of her life in pictures was shown as her biography was read. Following
the video, a delicious meal
was served. A happy birthday sing-a-long and the cutting of the cake were
followed by special love tributes and remembrances
from her grandchildren. It
was a truly a joyous occasion
celebrating 100 years of loving memories.

Education forum on
adopting, fostering and
mentoring children

ST. PETERSBURG —
On any given day, approximately 800 children in
Florida’s foster care system are waiting to be
adopted. One Church One
Child of Florida, a
statewide,
faith-based,
non-profit organization,
has partnered with the
Department of Children
and Families, churches
and community based
care lead agencies, businesses, organizations and
individuals to help find
loving forever homes for
children throughout the
state of Florida.
Their mission is to
help ensure that every
waiting child has a permanent family and a home to
call their own. They work
hard to find at least one
family in each church to
adopt, foster or mentor at
least one child.
One Church One
Child of Florida is having
an Education Forum Fri.,

March 20 from 6 - 7 p.m.
at Annie’s Beauty Supply,
located at 2104 34th St. S.
in St. Petersburg.
The community is invited to attend and learn
more about adopting, fostering, mentoring, volunteering or partnering.
There will be refreshments and gift giveaways.
Please RSVP to LaKay
Fayson, Recruitment Coordinator, at (813) 9857831
or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.org.
For more information,
please
log
on
to
www.ococfl.org
One Church One Child
was founded in 1980 to
help the State of Illinois address the disproportionate
number of African-American children languishing
in their foster care system.
The program was successful and was implemented
in Florida in March of
1988 to address its overrepresentation problem.

BE SURE TO
CHECK OUT
OUR ‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
3rd annual Keys to Manhood seminar
BY MARCY PALMERI
Contributor

SEMINOLE - St. Petersburg College’s (SPC) Seminole Campus was packed
with hundreds of young
men, their teachers and
mentors last month for the
Keys to Manhood seminar.
The summit aimed to provide the tools necessary to
maximize their potential.
Consisting of a panel
discussion with some of the
top minds in law enforcement in Pinellas County
and a variety of breakout
sessions designed to cater
to the young men of the
community, the seminar approached such topics that
may impede academic success such as overcoming
legal obstacles and money
management.
As the keynote speaker,
St. Petersburg Police Chief
Anthony Holloway, shared
personal information about
himself, along with imparting words of wisdom. He
touched on seven bullet
points while weaving them

into lessons through stories: Defeat, stress, blame,
chaos, excuses, fears and
guilt.
Holloway shared his
memories of growing up in
a single-parent household
without a father. Through
his narrative, he indicated
that no one has to be a victim of circumstance or feel
defeated. “You’re smart and
you can do a lot of things
that you don’t think you can
do,” he said.
Holloway assured the
students that making mistakes and learning from
them is a part of life, and
applauded the students for
making the decision to be
part of the program.
The panel consisted of
Holloway, Sixth Judicial
Circuit Judge Patrice
Moore, Colonel William
Sanders, who has served in
the United States Army for
20 years, and Michael
Carter, a non-traditional
student. Each of the participants attended school in
Pinellas County.
Domestic violence was

one of the key issues discussed since it is so prevalent in today’s society. An
audience member asked
Holloway how he would advise young men to stay
clear domestic violence situations.
“First of all, no man
should raise a hand to a
woman, said the chief. “You
just need to walk away; be a
man and walk away.”
Col. Sanders explained
how the issue is handled in
a military setting. He sees
soldiers trying to reestablish themselves in the
home after going back and
forth in a combat environment. They come to realize
that the house has changed
in his absence.
He advised the men to
walk away from those situations. If it is a circumstance where a discussion
is occurring, he suggests
revisiting the dilemma at a
later time with a clear head.
“You have a couple of
seconds to make a bad decision or to make a good
decision. Think about your

destiny. Think about what
you want to do in life,” he
said. “Part of being a man is
understanding that you can
walk away.”
Carter spoke about not
giving up on their education. This non-traditional
student, which is a person
who did not continue their
education right out of high
school, is a retired chef and
student at SPC.
Cater dreamed of becoming a doctor but didn’t
think he could keep up with
the rigorous course work.
Fear and doubt stopped
him once, but he wasn’t
about to let that happen
again. This time he feared
returning to school because of his age, but realized he had to change his
way of thinking.
At 54 years old, he returned to school and
earned an associate’s degree by the time he was 56.
He’s now looking forward
to earning a bachelor’s degree in criminology or
criminal justice. He said he
learned that persistence,

dedication, and most of all,
commitment is the only
way to get to the finish line.
“Once I committed to it, it
was okay,” he emphasized.
Judge Moore gave the
crowd some practical advice. She hammered home
the need for children to respect authority and their
parents. She said even if
you live to be 110 years old,
you must respect your parents and keep your hands
and words to themselves.
“At the end of the day,
there can only be one boss
or two if you’re living in a
two-parent household and
it is not the one who is in
school,” she said as the
room filled with applause.
She went on to explain
the importance of first im-

pressions.
“Some young men
come to court like they’re
going to the park,” she
said. “We do judge a book
by its cover because we are
visual creatures and if anyone tells you that they do
not look you up and down,
they are lying to you.”
Moore continued saying that all she asks is that
the individuals look the presentable, even if it takes a
sandwich bag tie to keep
their pants up.
The panel continued to
answer questions and give
practical advice. Attendees
left knowing that no matter
what their circumstances
are, there are individuals
and agencies in place to
help.
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“We don’t just show you, we teach you.”
#1 Florida State Hair Braiding Licensure Course

877-272-3136
www.bardaintl.com

 

 


      

Shampoo Me

Hires Hairstyling
3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face

Call (727) 642-7475

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org




Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Haircuts $10 for adults $5 for kids
Dominican Blowouts $35.00 (Reg. $40)
Bomb Twist $250.00
includes the hair (Reg. $300)
2218 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(across from Lakeview Shopping Center)

Stop by or call (727) 623-9875
Coupon expires 5/21/15

Are you looking for an
AVON Representative?
If so, look no further.
My name is Barbara La’Shelle
and I am THE AVON LADY!
You can contact me at 727-512-3785
Email: tilallhaveheard2@gmail.com or my website

www.youravon.com/barbaralguyton

 

 


 




Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.

ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
New Faith honors women for distinguished community service
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
New Faith Free Methodist
Church, 2427 Irving Ave. S.,
held its 25th Annual Women’s
Day Celebration honoring
three female community heroes last Sun., March 8. Each
woman received a plaque for
her diligence and professionalism in community service.
Recipient Lynette Smith
Buchanan, a native of St. Petersburg, grew up in the Jordan Park and Lake Maggiore
areas. She attended area
schools and as a precocious
teen wrote a letter to Florida
State University telling them
why they should admit her to
their school.
Impressed by the letter,
she was admitted and graduated with a Bachelor’s and
Master’s Degree in Social
Work. There Buchanan
pledged Alpha Kappa Alpha
and has remained an active
member of the sorority for
more than 40 years.
Her spiritual foundation
was set in Moore’s AME
Chapel where her family has
worshipped for more than 70
years. For the past 15 years,
Buchanan has worked as supervisor of the Enoch Davis
Recreation Center.
Linda A. Osmundson,
a warrior against the abuse of
women, was next to be hon-

ored. She is the executive director of Community Action
Stops Abuse (CASA) in St.
Petersburg, and under her
leadership it has grown to its
current status as a nationally
and internationally recognized, full-service agency
with innovative programs, extensive community outreach,
48 full-time and 24 part-time
staff advocates.
She has won several
awards such as the 1995
Florida Governor’s Peace at
Home Award, the 2001 Liberty Bell Award and the 2002
Community Service Woman
of the Year Award.
Osmundson has presented internationally in Bogotá, Prague, Cyprus, Japan,
Singapore and Melbourne,
Australia and visited many
more international women’s
programs. She has even ridden her bicycle from San
Francisco to Portsmouth,
N.H., to bring attention to
women being abused.
Recipient Lenice C.
Emanuel, a native of Alabama, has over two decades of
leadership experience in nonprofit management, government, fund-development and
community relations. She currently works as president and
CEO of the YWCA of Tampa
Bay, Inc.
Prior to moving to the Bay
area, Emanuel channeled over
$20 million in grants to initiate

Sigmas help out at
Ronald McDonald
House
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Delta Omicron Sigma
Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma
Fraternity gathered together
dust rags, mops and brooms
and headed over to the
Ronald McDonald House,
401 7th Ave S., last Sat.,
March 7.
Antwann Thomas Jackson, Corey Givens, Jr., Will
Rogers and Cedric Ferrell
burned elbow grease and
flexed muscles as they fulfilled one of the core missions of the fraternity,
community service.
“One of the principles of
our fraternity is service, and
we are happy to provide a
service for families who
need somewhere to go in
their time of crisis,” said
Givens.
They cleaned the laundry room, dining room, and
living room and cleaned the
fans, swept, mopped and vacuumed floors.
“It was good to help the
Ronald McDonald House,

which provides services to
families whose children are
in hospitals or seeking medical care,” said Chapter President Ferrell.
Jackson was the catalyst
for selecting the Ronald McDonald House, and according to House Operations
Assistant Cindy Lewis, she
didn’t make things easy from
them.
“I set up a lot of horrible
things for these men to do
and they have done a fantastic job,” said Lewis who also
knows Jackson’s mother
through her volunteerism
with the facility.
“It’s just a good feeling to
come down and help out
with a local charity that helps
out so much in our community,” said Rogers, reinforcing the adage that one good
deed deserves another.
Rogers added that the
fraternity is ready, willing
and able to offer their support to any of the local agencies in the community
because it’s “good for the
brotherhood and we are
committed to service.”

change in social issues regarding academic, economic,
racial and gender equality.
Armed with a Bachelor’s
Degree in Sociology from
Auburn University and a Master’s Degree in Leadership
and Ethics from Spring Hill
College, Emanuel has held
such key positions as CEO of
the YWCA of Greater Mobile,
Director of Grants and Community Development for the
City of Pritchard, Ala., and
Project and Division Director
of Parental and Community
Involvement for the Mobile
Area Education Foundation.
Unfortunately, Emanuel
was unable to attend the
awards celebration due to
illness.
In addition to the three
Community Service Award
recipients, three members
from New Faith Free
Methodist Church also received Service Awards: Elvie
Smith-Evans, Ira Williams
and Phylestine Aires. Alice
W. Long also received an
award for providing 52 years
of community service to the
churches she has served.
The keynote speaker for
the event was Dr. Erica Caldwell-Clinch, an administrator
and educator for MiamiDade Schools and an ordained Minister at Second
Baptist Church, Richmond
Heights.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Medical coding and transcribing
From PTC page 1

reer field in billing/coding or transcribing,” Capra
said. “They learn about
ethical, legal issues; communication with your employer,
communication
with your coworkers, business correspondence. Employability skills is the
main thing that we focus
on.”
The Medical Coder/
Biller courses involve
learning procedures that
take place in medical
billing or coding facility,
whether it’s in a doctor’s
office, front office or back
office procedures, Capra
stated.
Students learn the
proper way to greet patients, take their information and handling the
whole billing cycle from
the time the patients make
an appointment with that
facility to the time that the
physician is getting paid,
Capra explained.
“The whole billing
process, they learn it front
to back,” said Capra, who
has been a PTC instructor
for five years.
After students complete the first two sessions
of the program, they are
qualified to sit for the Certified Billing and Coding
Specialist
certification
exam.
In the Medical Record
Transcribing program, the
focus is on achieving
knowledge and comprehension of medical terminology in order to
transcribe reports dictated
by heath care professionals into a document format.
“You learn all those
medical terms,” Capra
said, “and learn how
they’re used in context, so
you really have to have a
clear understanding of
anatomy, physiology and
body system so that when
you hear something you’re
going to be able to decipher whether it makes
sense or not in the context
it’s being used.”
Students learn the operation of word processing
and transcription equip-

ment, and grammar,
spelling and punctuation
skills are key. The program not only teaches
transcription skills but instills in students the importance of ethical and legal
principles involving medical records and the confidentiality of such reports.
Capra said an appealing perk of these careers is
that people can work from
home and set their own
hours. She added that it is
common for graduates to
get at least some initial onsite experience with medical coding/billing, but
with medical transcription
people can start working
from their homes as soon
as they successfully complete the program.
PTC also offers job
placement assistance to
graduates, and Capra
noted the college’s high
rate of placing graduates.
“You’re pretty much
guaranteed a job—we’ve
had a 100 percent job
placement in this transcription program,” she attested, adding that the
companies for transcription are worldwide. “You
can work for a company
based in California and
they may have a client
who’s right here, your doctor down the street.”
Many of these companies hire potential employees online, Capra noted.
“There’s a few local facilities that house transcriptionists,” she said,
“but the majority of jobs
you find them online, you
test for them online.”
Students of all ages are

getting into these fields,
Capra said, from high
school age teens to adults
looking for a career
change. The flexible
schedules benefit students
with busy lives and families, she added. The setyour-own-hours aspect of
these careers appeals to
many former medical professionals as well.
“With transcription it’s
very attractive to nurses
who are just getting ready
to retire, they’re ready to
get off their feet,” Capra
explained. “They’ve got
the medical knowledge
and kind of want to do
something that is not as
physical. You can work
anywhere there’s an internet connection. You can
stay with that same company and just keep working.”
Since there is always a
call for professionals in the
coding/billing and transcription fields, Capra is
confident PTC graduates
can contribute to the medical field in their own way.
“Employers are recognizing
our
students,
they’re noticing our students have the quality
training they need to get
right into the job,” Capra
said. “The job outlook is
fantastic!”
If you’re interested in
exploring this career path,
please visit myptec.org or
call 727-893-2500. Financial
aid is available. See ad to
the right.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family





 




  

  

 




  

   




 
   




 



Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Victory Christian Center Church
 


  

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 






 

Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

Rev. Sarah Edwards extends an invitation for you to join us in agreement
with God our Father, the Word and one another as the Body of Christ. Since
we know Jesus Christ as the Head; let us get to know our Pastors and
Church leaders. Hear their personal testimony of salvation and call into ministry. Others will also share their testimonies of salvation. Join us with authentic fellowship; celebrating “koinonia” as the early Church did – until we
come into the unity of the faith.
Refreshments will be served. Ministering with the arts, engaging
conversations as the community of Believers, based on Biblical principles,
and creative ice breakers. Location: Glad Tidings Assemblies Of God
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 3371
3rd Sundays. 6:30 pm 3 FMI: 727.323.5017
Dr. Randy Helms, Sr. Pastor

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712



 


 
     
  
  





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





 
 
 



  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.





Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.




 






 
  

 

 
  



 


 




  
 

 


 






 

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.





(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:
Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM
Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence

 

Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
To the COMMUNITY ATLARGE, ARE YOU seeking a
place of refuse? The Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, the Pastor, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Official Family
and the entire Church Family
extend to you a cordial invitation to join “THE SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45 am or the
10:45 am worship service, and
Sunday Church School at 9:30
am. Come join us as we take
this Christian journey for it is
Our Mission as a Church Family of believers in Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching
the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ. OUR VISION 2015 –
“MISSION-MESSAGEMUSIC
AND
MERCY
EQUALS MINISTRY.”
Weekly Bible Studies and
other Church activities:
Wednesday, Noon Day 12 pm
and Prayer and Bible Study 7
pm and AWANA Youth Enrichment program, something
special for every child, learning about God while having
fun. The Bread of Life Ministry continues providing a
needed service to our Senior
and Disabled members.
Please see Sister Lorriane

Rogers for further information. The Clothing Pantry is
opened every 2nd and 4th
Thursday of the month, from
9 am to noon. Continue to Pray
for our Sick, Shut-in, Children,
Men/Women in Uniform, and
Bereaved Families.
MONTH OF MARCH:
“THE MONTH OF THE
WOMAN”
Mar. 21 – 11 am - Friendship Laymen – Fellowship and
Fish Fry – Further Information see Deacon Jonnie Douglas, Ministry Leader.
Mar. 22 – 10:45 am – MARRIAGE DAY CELEBRATION
– Don't forget to Register,
which is located in the Atrium.
COLOR(S) – “Your Wedding
Colors”
Mar. 28 – 11 am – West
Coast Baptist District Association Retreat held at Elizabeth
Baptist Church, 100 South Orange Ave., Arcadia, Fla., Rev.
Jerry Alexander, Jr., Host Pastor. Moderator Evans has invited West Coast Churches to
contact Friendship for Transportation information. Buses
will leave Friendship at 9 am.
Sun., Mar. 29 ~ Friday,
April 3 – “THE ROAD TO
CALVARY” – Participating
Pastor's and Churches –

Greater Mt. Zion AME
Church,
Dr. Clarence
Williams, Pastor, First Baptist
Institutional Church, Dr.
Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor
and Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Pastor, starting
Nightly at 7 pm.
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300 and PRESS 2.
Thought for the Week: “A
VOTELESS PEOPLE IS A
HOPELESS PEOPLE” – BECAUSE WE REMEMBER
SELMA
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional information on any of the announcements, please contact us
by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S.. St. Petersburg, 33712
Church Office: (727) 9068300 E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net WE ARE NOW “LIVE
STREAMING”: Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net &
CLICK on the PASTOR'S
IMAGE at the top of the Page.
Also Visit West Coast Baptist
District Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com

Women’s Mission Day
McCabe
United
Methodist Women will celebrate United Methodist
Women’s Day with a program
focused on mission needs
and those committed to its
needs Sun., March 15 at 4
p.m.
The program’s theme,
“Mission Needs for a Needing Time,” presents a call to
all persons of all denominations, races, and creeds to the

importance of and need to
serve in mission to God’s
people.
The speaker for the program is Mrs. Odessa Banks
of Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church. Banks,
who is involved and knowledgeable of mission needs
and Bible studies is sure, to
inspire all who attend.
The program will also feature other participates from

the community as well as the
music ministry of McCabe.
Though the program is sponsored by the women, the entire community is invited to
join the McCabe family in celebrating and lifting up mission work.

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central core, the belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a lost world
hungry and thirsty for the
word of God. At St. Mark, we
as a body of believers are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for the awesome gift of
His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for March

Mar. 15 - Male Chorus of
St. Mark Presents Men in
Harmony-4 p.m.
Mar. 25-28 - Congress No.
2-St. Mark M. B. Church
Hosting
Mar. 29 - Palm Sunday
with Mission Emphasis: Operation Love
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come out
and join us. Young Adult Ministry (YAMS) Every Sunday:
9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out to

study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening 7.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

The power of prayer, praise & worship
Keep in mind, when we pray,
our Father God will either send
ministering or warring angels
into our circumstance on our behalf or He’ll rearrange our circumstance. However, when
Saints praise God, our Heavenly
Father for who He is; He’ll show
up personally and show out.
Throughout the Bible, the
commands to “praise the Lord”
are too numerous to mention
them all. Angels and the heavenly hosts are commanded to
praise the Lord [Psalm 89:5;
103:20; 148:2]. All inhabitants of
the earth are instructed to praise
the Lord [Psalm 138:4; Romans
15:11]. We can praise Him with
singing [Isaiah 12:5; Psalm 9:11],
with shouting [Psalm 33:1; 98:4],
with the dance [Psalm 150:4]
and with musical instruments [1
Chronicles 13:8; Psalm 108:2;
150:3-5]. We keep hearing “when
the praises goes up – the blessing come down” because this is
a profound life giving truth for
the Saints. Prayer is the handle
and Praises to God is the twoedged sword.
The power of praise propels
us into obtaining a lifestyle of
worship and not just as an occasional activity. Jesus said the Father is seeking those who will
worship Him “in spirit and in
truth” [John 4:23]. The Holy
Spirit living inside us will tell us
how to truly worship our LORD
by the lifting of hands, bowing,
adoring Him with our prayer language [tongues], etc.
When we worship our Father God, It comes from a differ-

ent place within our spirit. Worship should be reserved for God
alone [Luke 4:8] and is the art of
losing self in the adoration of
God being greater. We cannot
worship until we enter His
courts with praises. Praise is not
always easy. Often we must sacrifice how we feel in order to worship God. We cannot worship
God until we pray and humble
ourselves. Then acquire an attitude of gratitude for what He’s already done for us. We must truly
let go our self-worship, surrender every aspect of our lives to
His will and control.
When worship takes place,
Satan is paralyzed and defeated
that have no negative fallout.
When Jehoshaphat went to war,
he appointed singers to lead his
army into battle with praises unto
our LORD. In return, God set
ambush and their enemies were
defeated [2 Chronicles 20].
When you experience a
Church praising God for who He
is they are demonstrating publically and unapologetically that
they are not ashamed of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ with an attitude of gratitude. It also reminds Satan of his sin of being
jealous of God. Satan followers
are still being driven by jealousy
today [Isaiah14:13-14]. Whenever he can’t get people to worship him, he’ll try to keep people
from worshiping God as their
LORD.
I encourage every church to
start their service with a loud
and joyful praise. Praise makes
the devil sit down and shut up at

church and it makes the devil
flee from your presence. Prayer
,praise and worship releases the
anointing of God.
In Scripture, praise is usually
presented as boisterous, joyful,
and uninhibited. God invites
praise of all kinds from His creation. Jesus said that if people
don’t praise God, even the
“stones will cry out” [Luke
19:40]. When the Bible mentions
worship, however, the tone
changes. We read verses like,
“Worship the Lord in the beauty
of holiness”[Psalm 96:9]. And,
“Come let us worship and bow
down” [Psalm 95:6]. Often, worship is coupled with the act of
bowing or kneeling, which
shows humility and contrition [2
Chronicles 29:28; Hebrews
11:21; Revelation 19:10].
It is through true worship
that we invite the Holy Spirit to
speak to us, convict us, and comfort us. Through worship, we realign our priorities with God’s and
acknowledge Him once more as
the rightful Lord of our lives.
Do not be deceived Church,
God will not be mocked. Yet, in
these last days there will be
mockers because they bear the
spirit of the antichrist. These people are on an assignment to intimidate you to tone down your
prayer, praise and worship to the
only true God. Their objective is
to redirect you to yourself and to
Satan. He just don’t give up. Neither do we. Because every
“praise” belong to our God. And
every “Hallelujah” belongs to our
God.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Natural hair expo
From HAIR page 1

Designer Audrey Pat
McGhee and Model Coordinator Omarra Gordon
worked with young women
who took turns as they modeled in three scenes entitled
Beautifully Textured Hair
Showcases 1, 2, and 3.
Vendors from as far as
Charlotte, N.C., were on
hand to provide the hundreds
of patrons with information
from eating healthy to accessorizing your healthy look
with beautiful handcrafted
jewelry. Many vendors offered products to keep your
natural hair glowing, growing
and colorful.
Some vendors included
NutriSource, IE Accessories,
D& M Custom Handmade
Jewelry, The Black Swan Collection,
Just-B-Beautiful,

Anne’s Beauty Supply and
Younique.
This year’s show left the
crowds wondering what’s
next from coordinator
Marcina Dowdell Williams.
“We hope to venture out
and expand our venue next
year,” she said.
Owner of Loving My Hair
Natural Hair Studio, Dowdell
Williams painstakingly organized this year’s event
along with businessman
William Walker. This dynamic duo could be nurturing a cultural goldmine that
has potential to become St.
Pete’s version of the touring
Ebony Fashion Show that
used to frequent the Mahaffey Theatre. After all, dreams
begin from an idea — a concept turned reality.

